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The Social Authority of the Clergy'’
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55 Abstract
The social authority of the clergy is the issue addressed in this article. The

aim of this research is to reassess the status of clerical authority in recent
decades. After the introduction and problem statement, the study is
divided into four chapters that explore the indicators and challenges of the
clergy’s social authority, its security implications, and strategies for its
preservation. We conclude that with the realization of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran and the gradual transition from a traditional state to a
post-traditional space, the clergy has experienced a kind of displacement.
Consequently, some of its previous roles have lost relevance and have
manifested in new forms. As a result, based on the findings of this study,
the clergy’s social authority has relatively declined in certain traditional
contexts—an inevitable consequence of transformations brought by the
modern era. One of the strengths of this research is its dual methodology,
combining both library research and interviews with experts. The sources
used include scientific and specialized books and articles, seminary special
issues, and journals. Considering the rapid advancement of science and

1. Fallah, G. (2025). The social authority of the clergy. Islam and Social Studies, 13(48), pp. 7-33.
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technology and the necessity of knowledge-based research in the global
arena, this study is neither the first nor the last on this subject and
naturally may have some shortcomings. Thus, we welcome constructive
feedback from all scholars and writers.

Keywords
Society, Displacement, Clergy, Authority
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Abstract

Since reason, as “the first creation of God,” is a means and proof for
showing the way, and spirituality is the acquisition of a set of knowledge
from realities beyond the material world, and justice is the observance of
individuals’ rights and granting each person their due — Objective: This
paper seeks to examine the role of the elements of rationality, spirituality,
and justice in the religious society from the perspective of the Holy Quran.
Research Question: From the perspective of the Quran, can the components
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of rationality, spirituality, and justice — through their interactive and
influential relationship — provide the foundation for the flourishing of
their outcomes toward the realization of a religious society characterized
by hayat tayyibah (good and pure life)? Method: The data collection
method is library-based, and the research method is descriptive-
analytical. Findings: This study, based on Islamic intellectual foundations,
distinguishes between true rationality and mere instrumental rationality
and materialism, true spirituality and false or pseudo-spiritualities, and
divine justice versus contractual and utilitarian justice in the context of a
religious society. Conclusion: It can be concluded that the depiction of a
dynamic religious society from the viewpoint of the Holy Quran — with
the presence of the three components of rationality, spirituality, and
justice derived from the teachings of Islam — addresses a pressing human
need today. The expansion of these elements in society creates a pathway
for overcoming crises, which necessitates a return to the method of the
Holy Quran.

Keywords
Religious society, Holy Quran, Rationality, Spirituality, Justice
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Abstract

The term dhikr (remembrance) in the Holy Quran, as one of its key
concepts, plays a central role in spiritual guidance and moral education.
Beyond establishing a deep connection with God, dhikr is introduced as an
effective tool for reforming attitudes and promoting social ethics. This
study, adopting an analytical and comparative approach, aims to examine
the influence and role of dhikr in strengthening and elevating social moral
values. It seeks to explain the impact of this Quranic concept on human
relationships and social cohesion. The findings indicate that dhikr, as a
dynamic and continuous process, contributes to the advancement of social
ethics and the development of a moral-oriented society by preventing
moral vices and social corruption (avoiding heedlessness, forgetfulness,
and ignorance), enhancing piety and fear of disobedience to God, soothing
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hearts and fostering social tranquility, strengthening the spirit of empathy
and social cooperation, responding to social needs, and reinforcing a sense
of responsibility, perseverance, and resilience. It can thus play a
significant role in shaping social identity and creating an ideal society
based on moral and spiritual values.

Keywords
Dhikr, social values, moral values, social tranquility.
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Abstract

The relationship between knowledge and values is a general and concerning
topic in discussions about science. Scientific approaches influenced by the
liberal current claim that moral judgments not only lack the capacity to
regulate social behavior but also lead to misunderstandings in the pursuit
of knowledge and truth. Therefore, it is argued that the analysis of
observations must be value-laden and full of recommendations. However,
this approach is refuted in Islamic literature, wherein knowledge and
value are seen as integral components of perfection within the system of
knowledge. A life devoid of values is regarded as cold and meaningless.
The issue of the connection between descriptive and normative
statements, which has ontological roots and relates to human worldview
and understanding of existence and the human being, and the critique of a
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one-dimensional view of humanity and the world, are among the main
objectives of this article. The paper seeks to eliminate this dichotomy and
challenge the claim of incongruity within social sciences—a claim
stemming from the liberal view of science—by offering a religious criterion
through a descriptive-analytical method in response to such reflections.
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Value-neutrality, humanities, social science paradigms.
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to explain the epistemological and philosophical
foundations of a religious-cultural phenomenon known as the "Cultural
Muslim" and to extend it to practical domains within the cultural context
of contemporary Muslim societies. The central question of this research is:
What kind of thought has produced the Cultural Muslim, what is its
origin, and what consequences does it hold for Islamic societies? The
research method is descriptive, analytical, and critical. The findings
indicate that the Cultural Muslim occupies a position between traditional
and modern identities and has two epistemological and historical origins.
In the first origin, due to characteristics such as religious diversity,
multiple interpretations of a single religion, fluidity and dynamism of
religion, and a softened Sharia, the Cultural Muslim shares many
commonalities with intra-religious pluralism based on postmodernist
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epistemology. The key difference is that the Cultural Muslim's interpretation
of Islam emphasizes the cultural contexts of a society or group, whereas
religious pluralism emphasizes personal religious experience and
individual rationality. Nonetheless, both ultimately lead to relativism and
nihilism. In the second origin, the Cultural Muslim is seen as a deviant
form of true Islam that Muslims and Islamic societies have historically
encountered—not only in the present era. The conclusion is that although
the Cultural Muslim has been present throughout Islamic history, it has
penetrated and expanded more deeply within the fabric of contemporary
Islamic societies due to the rise of postmodernism and pluralism,
resulting in increased social disintegration. Understanding this issue can
provide an opportunity for theorists and social-cultural scholars in
Muslim societies to develop strategies for preventing the social challenges
caused by this phenomenon.

Keywords
Cultural Muslim, Postmodernism, Pluralism, Islam.
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¢ Abstract

In the current state of Iranian society, numerous challenges can be
observed in the field of religious propagation and its interaction with
various social domains. Addressing these issues is of great importance.
The present study aims to identify the main problems and challenges
facing religious propagation within Islamic seminaries. The research
adopts a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
methods. Data was collected through a finalized questionnaire completed
by 73 experts in the field of religious propagation affiliated with the
Islamic Seminary of Mashhad. The findings are categorized into six main
areas of religious propagation and analyzed based on different expert
groups. After compiling the results, the lack of specialization in
propagation and the neglect of promoting rationality and religious reason

were identified as the most critical current issues in this field. Based on
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the research findings, several practical recommendations are presented,
particularly emphasizing the need to expand and diversify similar studies

and to conduct longitudinal research on this topic over specific time
intervals.

Keywords

Problem analysis, religious propagation, Islamic seminary, preachers,
sociology of religious propagation.
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Abstract

Children and school students are the foundation of every society, and
therefore their education is of paramount importance. One of the tactics
employed by adversaries to dominate societies—especially students—is the
initiation of cognitive wars. They attempt to capture the hearts and minds
of students to prevent them from making sound decisions. This study aims
to examine the consequences of cognitive warfare and the strategies for
dealing with it. The research method is descriptive-analytical and conducted

using a qualitative approach. The findings indicate that cognitive warfare
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and strategies for counteraction (with emphasis on the Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution
statement). Islam and Social Studies, 13(48), pp. 185-217.
https://doi.org/10.22081/jiss.2025.70386.2110

* Publisher: Islamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture
Academy, Qom, Iran). * Type of article: Research Article

[ Received:2024/11/25 eRevised: 2025/03/15eAccepted: 2025/08/02e Published online; 2025/08/07

© The Authors

WWW.jiss.isca.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0000-0008-4029-2841
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0256-1111

leads to identity transformation among students by altering their thinking
patterns, inducing fear, and spreading hopelessness. Furthermore, over-
engagement in virtual spaces contributes to a significant decline in
academic performance. In response, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has provided strategies for counteraction in the “Second
Phase of the Islamic Revolution” statement. Key solutions include
enhancing students’ insight and discernment, strengthening their media
literacy, deepening spirituality, enriching their faith, and promoting an

Islamic lifestyle through persuasive methods.

Keywords
Insight Enhancement, Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution Statement,
Cognitive Warfare, Fear Induction.
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Abstract

The mosque, as a symbol of Islam and a manifestation of the identity of
Iranian-Islamic cities, is not only a place of worship but also a stronghold
for promoting Islam, defending religious beliefs, and fostering human
development. The present study aims to explain the role of mosques in the
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social sustainability of Khorramabad. The research adopts a qualitative
approach based on thematic analysis. The statistical population consists of
religious scholars and urban planning experts. The sampling method was
purposive (snowball sampling). The main tool for data collection was
semi-structured interviews, and the ATLAS.ti software was used for data
coding and processing. The results indicate that mosques, as central
elements of Islamic cities, can foster social sustainability in Khorramabad
if supported by comprehensive planning. The study also revealed challenges
such as budget shortages, weak mosque boards, one-dimensional
perspectives on mosques, traditional programming, and poor management,
which have contributed to citizens' limited engagement with mosques.

Keywords
Public-cultural spaces, social sustainability, mosques, thematic analysis,
Khorramabad.
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