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Abstract

Beyond their devotional functions, mosques play diverse social and
cultural roles. The digital sphere provides a valuable source of user-
generated content for understanding the public perception of these roles.
This study aims to analyze users' mentalities regarding the functions of
two prominent Tehran mosques (Imam Khomeini and Hazrat Amir) and
compare their perceptual priorities using the thematic analysis method to
understand the inherent mental constructs associated with them. The
overarching themes extracted for Imam Khomeini Mosque, in order of
priority, are: 1. Tourism, 2. Commercial, and 3. Devotional. The "Tourism"
theme is characterized by organizing themes such as physical structure
(base: antiquity, naming, evolution, preservation), attractiveness (base:
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sightseeing, information, nostalgia), design and style (base: architecture,
style), structure (base: body, decorations, scale), aesthetic and recreational
(base: delightful, photography-friendly), and facilities. The "Commercial"
theme includes spatial organizing themes (base: proximity to the Bazaar,
foot traffic) and shops (base: cultural, miscellaneous). The "Devotional"
theme was described through themes of dynamism (base: activities,
ceremonies) and space (base: spiritual sanctuary).In contrast, the
dominant overarching themes for Hazrat Amir Mosque were: 1.
Devotional/Spiritual and 2. Rites and Rituals. The "Devotional and
Spiritual” theme is explained by spatial organizing themes (base: spiritual
and dynamic) and human resources (base: management, guests, staff),
while the "Rites and Rituals" theme is defined by a suitable environment
(base: space, scale, reputation, management) and facilities (base: internal
and external amenities). Consequently, Imam Khomeini Mosque is
primarily represented as a historical-tourist attraction, whereas Hazrat
Amir Mosque is perceived as an active socio-religious hub in the minds of
users.

Keywords
Imam Khomeini Mosque, Hazrat Amir Mosque, Tradition and Modernity,
Google Users, Function, Cyberspace/Social Media.
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